St. Swithun’s Church

Diocese of New Westminster, Anglican Church of Canada

Position Description

Position Title:


Synod Delegate
Date approved by Trustees:


Date revised by Trustees:


Overview:

The role of Lay Synod Delegate is derived from the Canons of the Diocese of New Westminster. Each Parish is entitled to send a specific number of delegates to sessions of Diocesan Synod. The Synod Delegates are elected at the Annual Vestry Meeting of the Parish.
The Lay Delegates and Alternate Lay Delegates are also members of their Parish Council/Church Committee. Together with the Wardens they also form the Canonical Committee of a parish which is convened when the incumbent has resigned and a new priest is selected.
Responsibilities:
· Prepare for Synod by receiving and reading the reports in advance from the committees, groups, agencies, units, etc from around the Diocese to become informed of the ministries of the whole diocese. The documents may not be acted on at Synod however; they may inform the discussion, debate and actions of Synod.

· Attend the Synod meeting(s) of the Diocese of New Westminster and participate in the proceedings.

· Make decisions at Synod as “members of Synod.’

· Provide a verbal and/or written summary of Synod proceedings to the parish after attending a Synod.

· Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster – Canon 14: Division 4 – Canonical Committee – 1441: “There shall be a Canonical Committee in each parish consisting of the Church Wardens, the Lay Delegates and Alternate Lay Delegates. The Committee shall choose a chairperson, but if the Committee is unable to do so meetings of the Committee shall be chaired by a person appointed by the Bishop but if the person so appointed is not appointed from among the Committee’s members, that person shall have no vote”.

· It is the Canonical Committee’s duty to prepare the Parish Profile (a comprehensive and detailed description of the parish’s life) and to interview candidates and to nominate a priest to the Bishop to be appointed the new incumbent.
Qualifications/Requirements

· A Delegate must be committed to God’s mission as that mission is lived out in the life and ministry of the Parish and in keeping with the doctrine, discipline and worship of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

· Lay delegates to Synod should be familiar with the Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster Canon 14: Division 6 – Lay Delegates to Synod in “Canons and Constitution”.
Reporting Relationship:
Synod Delegates are accountable to the Annual Vestry Meeting and to the Wardens.
Sample only: 

Important

This position description was provided by a parish and is offered as a sample only. Please check it against the Generic Template provided in the Introduction section to make sure that all points are covered as they might apply in your own parish.

You are encouraged to alter the position description to fit the characteristics of your parish. Parishes differ in size, urban/rural location, range of programs, vision of parish/diocese, finances, ethnic groupings and other factors.
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