
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

What a wonderful summer we have had weather
wise.  However, for those who have had to battle
the fires and still are, it has not been a good
summer.  We need to keep them in our prayers for
sometime yet.

My summer began with a wonderful trip to Paris
and then a 14-day cruise to the Baltic.  History is
everywhere there and we in Canada are just a baby
compared to theirs.

Returning home for just 10 days, I was off to the
National Gathering and President's meeting in
Ancaster, Ont.  A wonderful setting at Redeemer
College where we were billeted in university
housing a short walk from the main building where
our daily activities took place.  The President's met
for the first day and that evening others started
arriving for the National Gathering—79 of us
altogether.  Then of course there were all the very
interesting people who provided us with much to
think about in our various plenary sessions—topics
on "Storytelling the Gospel", PWRDF update,
"learning to pray aloud", Anglican Foundation,
"Mohawks come to Christianity", "Women's Ministry
through the years", "The Anglican Position on
Assisted Dying", Mother's Union and Youth at the
UN Status of Women Gathering.  We were also
blessed to have the Primate Fred Hiltz spend one
morning with us.  The conference theme was "The
Love of Jesus Calls Us to Worship, Learning &
Service" and was exemplified by the many and
varied speakers.  From all the talk of the attendees
it sounds as though everyone would like to see
another National Gathering in the future.  Watch for
it in a few years.

Members of the Board have been busy over the
summer with meetings for our new constitution
which will be sent to all the branches in the new
year for discussion before being brought to the
membership for ratification at our AGM in May.

We have also been moving forward to have a trust
agreement set up with the Anglican Foundation who
will administer a perpetual bursary for us with
priority being given to women and/or members of
the Diocese of New Westminster to pursue
theological studies with the view to working within
the Anglican Church in Canada.

A session was spent with Randy Murray on
communication and the Board is now working
through the plan that Randy feels is a start to help
us advance who we are and where we are going
and helping us to expand our membership and
exposure.

Calendars are being ordered by the churches and
we as a Board are pleased to see that many of the
concerns that were raised about last year's
calendar have been addressed.  We are also
pleased that the large picture for the month of June
is our very own Cathedral with the new Bell Tower
lit up at night.  I hope we will enjoy the new
calendar!

Work has commenced at ACW Place on the Bales
with our Christmas shipment to be sent on October
31 with the hope that the communities will be able
to pick up their bales before the winter becomes too
severe and roads are impassible.  Please join us
any Monday morning, except holidays, from 9 until
Noon to help.  Extra hands make light work!  We
always stop for tea and goodies at 10:30 AM.

"One of God's Blessings is the Beauty of the Fall".
Enjoy the good weather while we have it and I look
forward to attending some of the upcoming fairs
and bazaars.

With blessings to all
Gail Revitt, President

Anglican Church Women
Diocese of New Westminster
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Gathered at the Gathering Photo: National ACW

NATIONAL GATHERING OF 

ANGLICAN WOMEN 

The National Gathering was held in
Ancaster, Ontario, June 15-18, 2017. 
The location: Redeemer University
College.  The Gathering for all
Anglican women was preceded by
the ACW National Presidents'
Conference which started June 13th
at the same location.

As secretary to the ACW Board,
Diocese of New Westminster, I
wanted to attend to learn more about
the activities and dreams of the
Canada wide parishes. I was not
disappointed.  Our accommodations
were shared - 2 to an air-conditioned
room in attractive 4 bedroom townhouses; the
weather was sunny and hot; all the meals, snacks,
plenary sessions and workshops were included in
the $500 registration fee.

There was a  PWDRF update with emphasis on
Tanzania, there were two sets of workshops: Story
telling the Gospel, and Learning to Pray Aloud on
Friday.  Saturday workshops were Women's
Ministry Through the Years, The Anglican Position
on Assisted Dying, and Mothers' Union-Who We
Are and What We Do. I particularly enjoyed the
history of women's ministry through the years and
the impact women have had on the growth and
endurance of the Anglican Church which of course
includes priesthood as well as Lay leadership.
 
Sierra Robinson Roper-who attended the Youth at
the UN Status of Women gathering -gave a detailed
and candid report with vignettes underlying and
explaining the issues facing all ages today and the
need to encompass all people and surround them
with the love of Christ. The exercise in the video
describing the "privileged" in our society and the
"not privileged" criteria was food for introspection,
for sure.

The Primate, Fred Hiltz spoke in detail about his
experiences as Primate and explained the role of
Primate. He referred to the Church National rather
than the National Church, thanking ACW for their
broad view of the church, for the work of the north,
spoke of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and the March 19, 2016 UN declaration on the
rights of indigenous people - youth and elders. He

spoke about Human Trafficking and handed out an
information and education leaflet to use on
F r e e d o m  S u n d a y -  s e e  w e b s i t e
www.stopthetraffick.org/campaign/communities/w
hat-you-can-do/20

Our ACW Diocese of New Westminster Past
President Margaret Warwick, was installed as
National President at the Friday Eucharist.

Plenary sessions included The Mohawks come to
Christianity history, and the Council of the North
study modules.

The closing Eucharist with Liturgical Dance was a
highlight Saturday evening - graceful and inspiring.
The informal sessions gleaned ideas, frustrations
but mostly camaraderie among the women.  There
was, indeed, a spiritual unity felt throughout the
three days — a true sisterhood with similar goals —
as the ACW prayer reads "Called to be your church,
may our study, learning, worship and service be
always to your glory and the building of your
kingdom in our communities and throughout the
world."

There is discussion re another all ACW gathering in
five years.  I feel truly blessed to have been a part
of this gathering.

Alberta Rudolf
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
MEETINGS FOR THE COMING YEAR

Greater Vancouver/North Shore
October 10th 2017

St. Mary's Kerrisdale

South West Fraser 
November 21st 2017

St. Cuthbert's, North Delta

North West Fraser
March 13th 2018

St Catherine’s, Port Coquitlam

Annual General Meeting
May 5th 2018
St. Mark's, Ocean Park

NEWS FROM OUR YUKON CHURCHES

The Anglican Church thrift store in Watson Lake has
been expanded by an 480 square feet addition for a 780
square foot store.  Construction was done entirely by
students in the Skills for Employment carpentry program
run by  the Yukon College community campus.  6 men
and 6 women helped, ranging in age from high school to
early retirement.  The thrift store originally opened in
1970 and the current building was constructed by
community campus students in 1990.

St. Philips, Teslin received a face lift over the summer
with a new coat of paint and new eaves troughs.  The
cross on the bell tower was also fixed which makes the
church looked cared for again.

St. Christopher's, Haines Junction has a summer Art
Gallery in their basement and has made the building
handicap accessible and has upgraded their kitchen to
have the Food Service Program continue.

St. Martin's, Atlin is using the Rectory as a respite home
and Special treatment centre.  A morgue has been built
on church property.  The thrift store continues to thrive
where new steps were built being handicap accessible

NEWS FROM THE WAREHOUSE

We are in urgent need of blankets -
all sizes larger than twin - for packing the bales.

Gloves and Mitts are also in short supply
and are in demand for the Bales.

Hot Socks should be at ACW Place by the

December Open House.

We welcome all helpers Monday mornings from
9.30 until noon - no experience necessary, a fun
social activity while we sort and pack the bales
which are so appreciated by the churches in the
North.

IT’S AUTUMN

Why is it people say
(You’ll notice that they do),
“In autumn, the leaves fall”?
It isn’t really true.
I’ve watched them, and I know
From more than casual glancing,
Leaves never fall, they go earthward dancing.

Seeds of the sycamore
And chestnut do the Twist,
Twirling about in joy.
Staid leaves resist
The breeze’s coaxing tune,
Then slowly let
Themselves be drawn into a minuet.

And after they have all
Danced from the tree
Leaves cannot be still,
But scratchily
Follow the piper’s tune,
Wild and sweet,
In jaunty Conga lines down every street.

R. Grenville
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FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING, TWO

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING WERE RECEIVED.

ASHNOLA AT THE CROSSING 

The ACW Diocesan Board have been approached
to offer assistance to Ashnola at the Crossing.

Ashnola at the Crossing is an excellent
collaboration between Pacific Community
Resources Society (PCRS), Central City
Foundation, and Provincial Health Services
Authority to provide substance use and mental
health programming for youth ages 17 through 24
years of age throughout the province of B.C. With
a growing opioid crisis in the province, the 22-bed
facility provides therapeutic interventions on a
spectacular and uplifting 56-acre property situated
on riverfront land in Keremeos.

We are in discussions with the Director to
investigate ways to help - a first step being to
supply some games and puzzles for the residents,
which we are doing.  We have asked for a list of
needs and wants, and will be considering further
ways to help as we get more information.

“MY HOUSE”, MISSION

Another suggestion for our outreach is “My House”
(Mission Youth House).  Mission Youth House was
a dream that finally began in 2012 with the
purchase and renovation of a house.  A great many
organizations and businesses in Mission stepped
up to get it going.  Three years ago the All Saints
Outreach Group, of which most of the ACW
members are a part of, did a Christmas fundraiser

to purchase new windows and this last Christmas
they did another one to get the Creative Arts
Program started.  Since the doors opened at My
House in 2015 our ACW group have been helping
with food and clothing needs.  As quickly as a need
is identified and achieved three more pop up and
one of those is to set up a classroom so that the
street youth can complete their studies and get
back into society as contributing members.

Between 10 and 20 youth aged 14-24 come into
MY House each day and they represent the most
vulnerable in our community.  Approximately 5
youth per day access showers and/or laundry  All
youth access food, including sit down meals. Some
get involved in food prep and cleanup.
 
All who come through are in vulnerable living
situations. On a typical day, 3 are homeless and
sleeping outside, 6 are couch surfing and others
are in an unstable housing situation.  Many youth
come in the morning and stay all day. Strong
connections are building between youth and caring
adults where we are able to help them with
supports such as getting new ID, applying for
income assistance, entering detox or treatment,
help with getting back into school and reconciliation
with parents. Many youth come to the house daily
for support. 
 
We are investigating to discern current needs, and
how the ACW Diocesan Board can help.

Your Board felt both these outreach projects
fitted our criteria and we would offer support -
we will report back to you, the members, once
we have determined the best way to do this.
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CAMP ARTABAN SUMMER 2017
2ND YEAR BACK IN SERVICE.

This year, Camp Artaban was able to provide an
extra week of camp and therewwere twice as many
campers as last summer!  And, just when they
couldn't imagine they would be able to find all the
staff they needed, the perfect volunteers appeared
and offered their services.  There were glorious
days of sunshine, cooling ocean breezes, shady
nooks beneath ancient cedars, laughter, singing,
playing and praying, good health, good food, good
times, great people and a multitude of other
blessings day after day after day.  

Campers of all ages had the opportunity to swim,
hike, rock climb, canoe, make crafts, engage in
archery, sports and theme sessions.  Those who
carried wood chips at the beginning of the week
became candle bearers at the end and carried on
traditions held from generation to generation.  Staff
and campers blended into one big Arta-family,
mixing first timers with third "generationers".  What
a blessing to hear conversations that started,
"When my grandma first came here…".  And so,
from generation to generation the Summer of 2017
took place.

From generation to generation, Camp Artaban has
continued to provide a place for rest, rejuvenation,
real friends and renewal of faith.  Finally, reflecting
on "forever and ever," although Artaban is only 94
years young, there is clearly plenty of life left.

Camp Artaban has wrapped up its camping season
for 2017. A great time was had by all and they look
forward to welcoming all our campers back in 2018.

To receive an email when the 2018 Summer
Schedule is available, please send your contact
details to registrar@campartaban.com. 

A hundred years from now
it will not matter what my bank account was,

the sort of house I live in,
or the kind of car I drive,

but the world may be different
because I was important

in the life of a child.

NATIONAL DISCERNMENT GROUP

COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING

The Council of General Synod of the Anglican
Church of Canada has endorsed an anti-human
trafficking resolution. There is an article on page 6
of the current edition of the TOPIC on this matter.
One of the actions taken by the national church to
combat human trafficking/modern slavery is the
creation of a "discernment group". Sheila Johnston
of Holy Trinity, White Rock is honoured to have
been invited to be a member of this group, and she
will travel to Toronto to participate in two days of
meetings at Church House on Sept. 25 & 26. 

If any ACW member knows of anyone in the
Anglican family who is actively working to eradicate
human trafficking/modern slavery, they are  invited
to get in touch with Sheila: 

Sheila Johnston,
Holy Trinity, White Rock

sheilajohnston@shaw.ca

LET US GIVE THANKS

Thanksgiving Day is a holiday to give thanks for the
blessings in one's life, particularly the harvest. It is
a day off work for many Canadians, and is
celebrated on the second Monday of October.  This
year, the date is Monday, October 9, 2017

Our Church Calendar shows that Monday October
16th is designated as World Food Day - as we
celebrate our own Thanksgiving, we should give a
thought to those who do not have enough to eat.  
There are many ways to help - food or cash to local
food banks, financial donations to PWRDF or other
NGOs working in the third world.

O God, when we have food, 
help us to remember the hungry

When we have work, help us to remember the jobless
When we have a warm home, 

help us to remember those who have no home at all.
When we are without pain, 

help us to remember those who suffer,

And remembering, help us to destroy our complacency,
and bestir our compassion

and be concerned enough to help, by word and deed,
those who cry out for what we take for granted.
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ACW PLACE

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

Come and see where we gather the
donations and pack the bales - our Diocesan

ACW headquarters, and enjoy lunch with
your Diocesan Board members

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 28TH

11 AM - 2 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

St Matthew's Church
2010 Guildford Drive, Abbotsford

Harvest Social Supper 
"Celebrating  our Community"

Friday, September 22nd at 5:30 pm
In the Church Hall.  

Tickets adults $12.00, children free.
Phone 604 853 2416 for reservations. 

St Helen"s Curch
10787 128th Street, Surrey

Christmas Bazaar

Saturday November 25th 

St. George's Church
23500 Dewdney Trunk Road, Maple Ridge

Fall Fair
Saturday. September 30th   

10 am until we are finished.  

Fruit pies with ice cream
to enjoy with your coffee 

or something more substantial from the BBQ. 

Come and enjoy!

St George’s Church
9160 Church Street, Fort Langley

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday December 2nd

10 am to 2 pm

Jewellery, Jams, Jellies, Candy and Baking
Crafts,  Holly / Wreaths

Children's Gift Shopping Experience

Delicious Lunch & Teas served

St. Catherine's Anglican Church
2211 Prairie Avenue, Coquitlam, BC

(jointly with Trinity United)

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday, November 25th 

10 am to 2 pm

St. Thomas Anglican Church
2444 East 41st Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday December 2nd 

10 am to 2 pm

Be tender with the young,
compassionate with the aged,
sympathetic with the striving

and
tolerant with the weak and the wrong

because
sometime in your life

you will be all of these.
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